Another microfilming "First’.’.. 




• Magazine-loading 
Self-threading 
Fast-moving film 
reduces look-up time to seconds! 



















JLhe Recordak Lodestar Reader introduces a completely new 
principle of speed and simplicity of reference to microfilm 
records. Now—for the first time— pre-indexed film is enclosed 
in convenient reusable magazines which make possible a 
filing medium of finger-tip accessibility... and a look-up oper¬ 
ation that is all but automatic. 

Insertion of the magazine in the Reader-Slot automatically 
turns on the reader. At the flick of a single control, the film is 
set in motion at high, intermediate, or slow-scan speed at the 
will of the operator. 

Indexing of the film is keyed to code symbols shown on 
index-scales on the side of the reader screen. Code lines on 
the film itself flash across the screen at speeds as high as 600 
feet-per-minute and enable the operator to locate a desired 
image in a matter of seconds. To reverse the direction of the 
film the control key is merely switched to the rewind position. 
The film is guided only by its edges as it is propelled through 
the optical path and into the receiving chamber in which it 
festoons itself. No take-up spool is necessary ... threading and 
re-threading are eliminated. Wear and tear on film surfaces is 
far less than on even the finest conventional spool readers. 

Catalogs, Parts Lists, and Other Publications —on Film! 

The Recordak Lodestar Reader is ideally suited for applications 
requiring fast and frequent look-up of published material. 
It was initially designed to meet the requirements of a large 


mail-order and retail organization faced with the problem 
of replenishing libraries of parts catalogs for its hundreds of 
retail outlets throughout the country. High mortality through 
constant use of the paper editions over the years, had reduced 
replenishment stocks to the point of near exhaustion. 

The question of whether to republish in paper form, or to 
microfilm, provided its own answer in the economy of con¬ 
verting some 35,000 pages of text, illustrations, and exploded 
drawings to the photographic fidelity of Recordak microfilm. 
As a result, space requirements have been reduced, by more than 
91% — from 17 feet of shelf space required for the bound 
parts-list books down to 1814 inches in "Microfilm Library 
Form.” Average look-up time has been cut to a mere 20 
seconds! 

Best of all, damaged or missing pages and misfiled books 
no longer thwart the objective of fast efficient service to 
customers. In film form the page sequence is permanently 
fixed in unalterable continuity. Enclosed in magazines, the film 
itself is safeguarded against damage and deterioration through 
repeated or careless handling. In the Lodestar Reader, the self¬ 
threading film is never touched by the operator. 

Equipment or appliance parts lists, directories, periodicals, 
rate schedules, manuscripts, academic papers, and other types 
of periodically published material are examples of a wide 
variety of applications for the Recordak Lodestar Reader. 
Because a single magazine can contain thousands of pages in 
photo-exact microfilm form, millions of pages can be filed 
within arm’s reach for quick reference and accessibility. Re¬ 
trieval of information is reduced to a matter of seconds. 

A Recordak representative will be glad to arrange for your 
inspection of the Recordak Lodestar Reader at a nearby instal¬ 
lation. His experience and cooperation — backed by more than 
30 years of Recordak specialization in microfilming applica¬ 
tions—are at your disposal without obligation of any kind. 
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• Index card on maga¬ 
zine identifies contents 
... card on edge carries 
index number. 


• Controls placed right 
below screen. One con¬ 
trol focuses image . . . 
other advances film and 
rewinds it back into 
magazine. 


• Magnetic drive pro¬ 
vides hold-back ten¬ 
sion during film advance 
.. . prevents back-lash. 



• Insertion of maga¬ 
zine automatically turns 
on screen lighting and 
film-driving motors. 


• Translucent daylight 
type tinted screen. Scale 
on side is guide for 
locating “indexed" film 
images. 


• Film stops automati¬ 
cally before end of roll, 
leaving trailer in maga¬ 
zine . . . ready for high¬ 
speed rewind. 
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• Film magazine fits in 
palm of hand, yet con¬ 
tains thousands of sharp 
and clear images. 


• Fast reference to index-coded roll film attains a new 
plateau of time-saving convenience. 


• Recordak microfilming . . . indexed by either a special 
technique, or automatically by the Recordak Reliant 
Microfilmer with Kodamatic indexing, is accomplished at 
high speed by precision equipment, faithfully reproduces 
every detail of the original. And the Recordak Lodestar 
Reader brings the photographic image back to original 
or larger than original size, for scanning or extensive 
study without eyestrain. 



• Advancing film fes¬ 
toons into a chamber... 
eliminates need of take- 
up spool and threading. 










































Just a few... 

examples of periodically published... and frequently 
referred to... information which the Lodestar will find 
quickly and easily on microfilm! 

\ Equipment and appliance parts lists. 

2 
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Directories... by name, address, type of 
business or product. 

Pricing lists and guides. 

Professional library material. 

Rate schedules and routing schedules in: 

Telephone Companies Railroads 

Public Utilities Airlines 

Insurance Companies Trucking Companies 

Travel Agencies Shipping Companies 

Credit authorization in E.A.M. 
and electronic accounting systems. 


Whenever you need fast “Look Up”... you need a 
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... he is trained to help you set 
up a Lodestar system custom-tailored 
to your problem. 
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RECORDAK LODESTAR READER-PRINTER • MODEL PES 



The Recordak Lodestar Reader-Printer Model 
PES combines, in one unit, information retrieval 
speed with push-button printing and automatic 
processing of enlarged paper facsimiles of micro¬ 


film records. In less than one minute a document 
image can be located on the reader screen and a 
high quality 8V2 " X IIV2 " paper print automatically 
exposed, developed, cut-to-size and delivered. 

Operation of the Lodestar Reader-Printer is sim¬ 
ple. Insert the film magazine into the reader. This 
automatically illuminates the reader screen and 
starts the film drive motors. A flick of the speed 
control lever automatically threads the film into the 
machine and regulates the film advance or rewind 
at variable speeds up to 600 feet per minute. Aver¬ 
age look-up time is approximately 5 seconds and 
the operator’s hands never touch the film. 

With the desired image centered on the screen, 
press the print button and the automatic exposure, 
print-processing cycle is set in motion. A photo- 
accurate, cut-to-size paper print emerges from the 
front of the unit within 30 seconds after the button 
is pressed. Image search can be resumed or addi¬ 
tional prints started within 17 seconds after the 
first cycle has begun. 

The Recordak Lodestar Reader-Printer is ideally 
suited for microfilm applications in which frequent 
reference to microfilm records and fast, automatic 
paper facsimile production are required. 


FEATURES 


MAGNIFICATIONS . . . Reader - 23X; Print - 21X 

READER SCREEN . . . Translucent, tinted, daylight type 
measuring 13" by 13". A scale on the side is a guide 
for locating indexed film images. Screen is removable 
from the front. 

FILM MAGAZINE . . . Self-threading, reusable, 4" 
square by 1" deep — Tenite with a capacity of 100 feet 
of 16mm film. One side of magazine is slotted to retain 
an index-to-content label or card. 

FILM TRANSPORT . . . Can be controlled for varying 
speeds from slow-scan up to 600 feet per minute, for 
fast information retrieval and rapid rewind. Film trans¬ 
port lever can be locked for constant film speed. 

CONTROLS . . . ON-OFF switch, Focusing lever, Film 
transport lever for advance or rewind, speed lock, print 
button, exposure control knob. 


SENSITIZED PAPER . . . Supplied in 8 V 2 ” wide rolls 
150 feet in length. 

PRINTING CYCLE . . . Prints are automatically exposed, 
cut, processed and delivered squee-gee dry at the front 
of the unit above the reader screen hood. 

PRINT ACCESS TIME ... 30 seconds for the first print 
and 17 seconds for additional prints of the same film 
image. Search can be resumed 17 seconds after the 
print button is pressed. 

PROCESSING SOLUTION . . . Monobath type - can be 
used for approximately one week or 150 prints . . . 
whichever comes first. 

ELECTRICAL REQUIREMENTS ... 117 ± 10% volts, 60 
cycles, AC only, 300 watts. 

SIZE AND WEIGHT . . . 31" high; 16" wide; 28Vi" 
deep. Wt. 143 lbs. 
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RECORDAK LODESTAR READER-PRINTER • MODEL PES 



The Recordak Lodestar Reader-Printer Model 
PES combines, in one unit, information retrieval 
speed with push-button printing and automatic 
processing of enlarged paper facsimiles of micro- 
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film records. In less than one minute a document 
image can be located on the reader screen and a 
high quality 8V2 " X IIV2 " paper print automatically 
exposed, developed, cut-to-size and delivered. 

Operation of the Lodestar Reader-Printer is sim¬ 
ple. Insert the film magazine into the reader. This 
automatically illuminates the reader screen and 
starts the film drive motors. A flick of the speed 
control lever automatically threads the film into the 
machine and regulates the film advance or rewind 
at variable speeds up to 600 feet per minute. Aver¬ 
age look-up time is approximately 5 seconds and 
the operator’s hands never touch the film. 

With the desired image centered on the screen, 
press the print button and the automatic exposure, 
print-processing cycle is set in motion. A photo- 
accurate, cut-to-size paper print emerges from the 
front of the unit within 30 seconds after the button 
is pressed. Image search can be resumed or addi¬ 
tional prints started within 17 seconds after the 
first cycle has begun. 

The Recordak Lodestar Reader-Printer is ideally 
suited for microfilm applications in which frequent 
reference to microfilm records and fast, automatic 
paper facsimile production are required. 


FEATURES 


MAGNIFICATIONS . . . Reader - 23X; Print - 21X 

READER SCREEN . . . Translucent, tinted, daylight type 
measuring 13" by 13". A scale on the side is a guide 
for locating indexed film images. Screen is removable 
from the front. 

FILM MAGAZINE . . . Self-threading, reusable, 4" 
square by 1" deep — Tenite with a capacity of 100 feet 
of 16mm film. One side of magazine is slotted to retain 
an index-to-content label or card. 

FILM TRANSPORT . . . Can be controlled for varying 
speeds from slow-scan up to 600 feet per minute, for 
fast information retrieval and rapid rewind. Film trans¬ 
port lever can be locked for constant film speed. 

CONTROLS . . . ON-OFF switch. Focusing lever, Film 
transport lever for advance or rewind, speed lock, print 
button, exposure control knob. 


SENSITIZED PAPER . . . Supplied in 8 V 2 " wide rolls 
150 feet in length. 

PRINTING CYCLE . . . Prints are automatically exposed, 
cut, processed and delivered squee-gee dry at the front 
of the unit above the reader screen hood. 

PRINT ACCESS TIME ... 30 seconds for the first print 
and 17 seconds for additional prints of the same film 
image. Search can be resumed 17 seconds after the 
print button is pressed. 

PROCESSING SOLUTION . . . Monobath type — can be 
used for approximately one week or 150 prints . . . 
whichever comes first. 

ELECTRICAL REQUIREMENTS ... 117 ± 10% volts, 60 
cycles, AC only, 300 watts. 

SIZE AND WEIGHT . . . 31" high; 16" wide; 28 1 / 2 " 
deep. Wt. 143 lbs. 
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The Recordak Image Control Keyboard is an elec¬ 
tronic accessory which is combined with the auto¬ 
matic Recordak Lodestar Reader to reduce roll 
microfilm file search to the simplicity of a push¬ 
button operation. 

From the millions of records accessible within 
arm's reach of the operator at a central work station, 
primary selection of a desired file-on-film can be 
accomplished with split-second speed. The microfilm 
file is contained within visually indexed plastic maga¬ 
zines, each with a capacity of 100 feet of film. The 
operator merely inserts the magazine into the slot of 
the self-threading Lodestar Reader, keys the index 
code number into the Image Control Keyboard, and 
the desired image is automatically searched and dis¬ 
played upon the reader screen. Search speed is at 
the rate of 500 feet of film per minute, so that image 
location and display per image search average 5 sec¬ 
onds from input of the code index number to the 
keyboard. 

Provision is made for low-speed film travel at 12 
feet per minute, so that successive images may be 
scanned by the operator when desired. Controls are 
provided so that film travel can be either ‘push¬ 
button" or lever actuated for high-speed, in film ad- 
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vance or film rewind directions. Slow speed is lever 
controlled. 

The Recordak Image Control Keyboard is readily 
adaptable to systems employing random filing meth¬ 
ods. Provisions for add-ons to the individual film roll 
can be accommodated up to the maximum 100-foot 
capacity of the individual magazine. The Recordak 
Image Control System is ideally suited to applica¬ 
tions in which fast information retrieval of indivi¬ 
dual records from huge information files, compacted 
to finger-tip accessibility on microfilm, is required. 
Centralized and frequently referenced customer files 
of insurance, communications, retail credit, transpor¬ 
tation, banking and other organizations are espe¬ 
cially well-adapted to the advantages of the micro¬ 
film file center and to the time-saving economy of fast 
information output made possible by the Recordak 
Image Control Concept. 

The Recordak Image Control Keyboard can also 
be combined with the Recordak Lodestar Reader 
(Model PS-1) with image rotation, or with the 
Recordak Lodestar Reader-Printer (Model PES). 
The Reader-Printer provides not only faster speed 
of information retrieval, but also comparable speed 
in producing enlarged facsimile prints from micro¬ 
film images as desired, and again with push-button 
automation. 

See other side for detail features 
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FEATURES 

FILM MOVEMENT 

Search: High Speed (Push-button or lever ac¬ 
tuated) — 500 feet per minute. 

Search: Low Speed (Lever actuated) — at vary¬ 
ing speeds, regulated by operator. 

Single Frame Advance and Back-Space Con¬ 
trols. 

Rewind Speed — 500 feet per minute. 

MAIN UNIT CONTROLS 

Image Number Selector — four column 40 key 
console (units, tens, hundreds, and thousands) 
with 10 push-button positions in each column. 
Film Selector — two-position slide switch to 
select for positive or negative film. 

Function Selector — four-button key column. 

“A” Advance Button. Film is advanced out 
of magazine from beginning of roll at 
high speed, with automatic stop cycle 
to pre-selected frame. 

Single Frame Advance Button. 

1” Single Frame Return Button. 

“R” Rewind Button. Film rewinds com¬ 
pletely into magazine at high speed. 

Preset Switches (2) — permit small-document 
images on film to be retrieved electronically. 
Film Control Lever — located on Reader for 
slow-speed film advance. Over-rides keyboard 
input, and can be used with film indexed by 
Kodamatic equipment. 

POWER REQUIREMENTS ... 117 Volts. 0.6 amperes, 
50/60 cycles AC only. Installation by Recordak 
Service Representative is required. 

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS . . . Height 9 % inches, 
depth 24% G inches, width 12% inches. Weight 
uncrated 23 pounds. 

REDUCTION: Letter-sized documents photographed 
at approximately 21:1 to 23:1. Unit will function 
with documents of varying sizes and reductions 
with special programming. 


Recordak Image Designator Mark Kit 

The facility for automatic exposure of image code 
formats, simultaneously as documents are micro¬ 
filmed at high speed, is provided by the Recordak 
Image Designator Mark Kit. This accessory unit is 
especially designed for use with the high-speed auto¬ 
matic Recordak Reliant Microfilmers, Models RM-1 
and RS. Microfilm for use with the Recordak Image 
Control System can thus be produced simply and as 
a by-product of normal microfilming operations, 
without loss of the top speed and efficiency of which 
Recordak Reliant Microfilmers are capable. 

The Recordak Image Designator Mark Kit is engi¬ 
neered for field installation with Recordak Reliant 
Microfilmers, Model RM-1 or RS, with no major 
disruption of daily microfilming schedules already in 
effect with these Recordak models. 
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